
DIOCESAN GUIDELINES 
 

 

Open churches: 

Churches may remain open for private visits. 

 

Sunday and weekday Masses: 

Public Masses on Sundays and weekdays remain suspended until further notice.  

 

Funeral Liturgies:  

Funeral liturgies may still be celebrated in the church, but physical participation must 

be limited to immediate family only. This would normally be interpreted as husband 

or wife, father, mother, brother, sister, son, daughter of the deceased. 

There are to be no visiting concelebrants other than those actually living in the same 

house.  

Members of the congregation should observe the safe distance protocol.  

Elderly people and those with underlying medical conditions should not attend,  

In case of death from the Covid-19 virus, specific arrangements will apply and will be 

communicated by the health authorities via funeral directors.  

Government Regulations issued on 31
st
 March 2020 No more than 10 people be 

present at the Funeral liturgy or at the graveside. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

Under current circumstances, the normal celebration of the sacrament of Baptism is 

suspended in dioceses in the west (Dioceses Achonry, Clonfert, Elphin, Galway, 

Killala and Tuam). In cases of emergency, of course, the sacrament is to be celebrated 

 

Sacrament of Marriage: 

The celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage may proceed with participation is 

limited to the couple themselves, their two witnesses and the priest. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

The obligation to fulfil the Easter Duty is suspended this year.  

There will be no Penance Services in preparation for Easter this year (for the same 

reason that there are no public Masses)  

On March 20
th

, Pope Francis, aware that many people may wish to go to confession 

for Easter, commented: “But many people today would tell me, ‘Father, where can I 

find a priest, a confessor, because I can’t leave the house? And I want to make peace 

with the Lord, I want him to embrace me, I want the Father’s embrace.'” The pope 

said his response would be, “Do what the Catechism (of the Catholic Church) says. It 

is very clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak directly with God, your 

father, and tell him the truth. Say, ‘Lord, I did this, this, this. Forgive me,’ and ask for 

pardon with all your heart.” Make an act of contrition, the pope said, and promise 



God, “‘I will go to confession afterward, but forgive me now.’ And immediately you 

will return to a state of grace with God.” The Catechism of the Catholic Church, N. 

1452, says: “When it arises from a love by which God is loved above all else,      

contrition is called ‘perfect’ - contrition of charity. Such contrition remits venial sins; 

it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm resolution to have 

recourse to sacramental confession as soon as possible.” “As the catechism teaches,” 

Pope Francis said, “you can draw near to God’s forgiveness without having a priest at 

hand. Think about it. This is the moment.”  

 

Pastoral Care of the Sick and the Sacrament of Anointing: 

First Friday visits should be suspended for the duration of the crisis, but priests are 

encouraged to make contact and pray with parishioners by phone.  

 

Holy Week and the Easter Triduum: 

 Pope Francis has issued a decree allowing for the celebration of the liturgies of the 

Easter Triduum this year without the participation of a congregation.  


